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8 JANUARY 1976 “~chiefs; but they were working: colleagues
-~ .and companions; and they happen to have
" ‘been the two "American correspondents

* that Mr. Solzhenitsyn selected to receive
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HE RUSSIANS.

- Quadrangle. .$12.50.;, R ¥
-USSIA. The People and the Power. By Robert
—. + G. Raiser. 499 pages, Atheneum. $12,95....

Russia inhabits our.fantasy Tlife. Perhaps’
ecause Russia. is- ‘3" Tiddle. wrapped in a
iy iigma,™ as. Winston’,
“hurchill put.it,’ our;jmage of this country
2nds "to melt into-a”parancld dream—a
they-system'’ ‘necessary .to-believe in-a°
‘we-system, ;. homas . Pynchon -’ de-
wribed - cultural: Yot ity’s
-ainbow’—~the: ul-
imate: solrte-

Iy Hédri;:;z,‘S)iliih. 527 page.
2.50.5 o i i
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. Antidotes to Fantasizing ™ 7 ¥
Both Mr. Smith’s ““The Russians” and
-Mr. Kaiser's “Russiai. The People and the
Power” are:antidgtes:to fantasizing, Both
».are written out of contact with the Russian
-'people far wore intimate than the minions
.of-the K.G.B. would dream it was possible
;-for foreigners toexperience.” Both are rich
_-in-the varied: texturéiand feel of Russian
. Hfe ~(by" Russian..I="mean, . ag..do both
-authors; not only thé Russian Republic but
s also the other 14 republics that make up
.the Union--of Soviet Socialist Republics). -

4

“and. in. tomorrow’s. ¥ .

-~ technique, and-objective—which' is “why

“ rately in the balance of today’s column

=" recipient 6f a 1974 Pulitzer-Prizs for .

e=the . workings -of - “high. politics,  the
.. anatomy of the Soviet economy, the Com-~""

%0 convey &, . the human quotient, the:

he first interview-he gave tor Western -
journalists—which .léd to-an adventure
" that makes for one-of the high points in :
.cach of their books.)’ But the two books -
also differ.; significantly—in personality,

“the two-of them will be discussed sepa«-]

i

“his Moscow coverage, Hedrick Smith is no™
“longer after the big story in “Fhe Russians™

“munist Party structure, or the ‘maneuver-.’
ings of diplomacy.” Instead he is trying

exture and fabric of-the personal lives of-.
-the Russians as_peoples” And so He divides .
:his - canvas..into "three i sections. (“The y
eople,” . “The System,”- and, “Issues”), se- -
lects a series of - subjects. appropriate to-"

:-Both keep you so fascinated pondering the
- Contradictions, anomalies and absurdities
© of contemporary Russia that it becomes
~-impossible to'dream of Russia as a mono-
lithic.*they-system™ contrived by a venge-

“ful - God . to" scourge the American comn-

_Science. - "Moreover,” both address, 'either |
“implicitly or; explicitly, :the:: question. of
Russia’s challenge o future world. order,
. Obviously,. the"-two ‘books converge at
any number Of points. . They make use of
‘many common gnecdotes,. They tell many
of thessame?jokes., THey. employ identical

s 3lustrative: material: . - single -schematic
() ;f'xagram, comparing the dynamics of Rus-
lan and American society, which was de-

-each, and more. or -less wings it—freely ..
“associating his“personal experiences with-
“the sysiem -(hé and his wife put their six "
children into Russian-schools and tried to
taste: the life of-thé average citizen), his -,
encounters with people who made an im-« -
bression oin him, and his insights-into the -

-

character of contemporary Russia.

il “or the ‘abso

sGod,. wi
simply two:‘'ways
of saying.the'same
Thing. Now,: more
han. ever-=what.
with . the ", Unitéd-
States unsure of itsy

. f'— *
#ietnam, and whit
»vith the judicious-
ess of détente ins
creasingly - :being

Lack of Demonstrativeness. _,
~*For instance; Chapter IV, “Private Lives:,”
Russians as People,” begins with a memory:-
of “Zhenya Pasternak, the widow. of the
Nobel Prize-winning writer, then moves on .
to a screening “Of ‘the Anierican film “Dr, |
=Zhivago” ..that! Mr.- Smith. arranged for ™

speak of th . T o . K - : ;
.f;g of Ango ;E?{g:lﬁ zo oﬁggin-* ,fgl a_:ild;eng_meer, named” - pastermnak’s; family. * This .brings up the’
grain? - and: G - dramatio oo i fh.ﬁf?%e ~the‘-~53rf}‘?;$ .viewers’ amused response to the lack of
hockey)—Russia st st for our fans) "ot peniec ‘-’-‘-‘El.'?‘cgrgf‘ thein o eksandr J1- ".demonstrativeness with which the Zhivago.-
tasy- mills. ;- That s :especially| =3 " other’s book..i. (N fm ?Ve“ Gppears’ ;. : family reunites in one scene of the movie, ",
useful- to- ha this momenty Lo, o contembor. i"‘:';( ot oy were they 4 '“yyhick in turn raises. the -subject of the™
‘these . books:about Russia by. Hedrick| 177" TOFIPOMAries as Moscow bureau | Ryssians’ warmth and deep belief in family :

. and. friendship. :And slowly we come- to -
understand the paradox of public and pri<;:
-vate behavior in Russia—the key to the'f
cople’s public coldness. and - private
varmih-—not to mention the absurdity of ;-

Smith, nowdeputy; natiofial éditor of The| -
‘New . York!Times; and- Robert G.:Kaiser,
now-on ‘the national’staff of The Wash-]
ington. Post, based ‘ont their ‘experiences in:
~the Soviet Union::from 1971 to. 1974 asq
“Moscow -bureanthiefs: for’ their-respéctive;
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- not-only highly entertaining and readable, 1
+ but instructive as well~instructive on the ;
=3 Subject of the Russians® Latin temperament -

{for the first time I understood clearly ¢

#:why Thomas Mann made his exemplar of -
sensual passion,. Clavdia Chauchat, a Stav
Instead of a Spaniard); instructive-on the 7’
& subject of women.in Russia (why they are™.’
liberated-but far.from emancipated); “ine_

i structive on the;status of Jews (Mr. Smith
“illustrates: his discussion-. of assimilation {.
“with- & report - of- Russian  United Nations .
-’officials going- to have. thejr babies de«~
", livered at Mount. Sinai Hospital -in- New
- York,and" then' . asking. to have- circume.’
© tisions performed . . . on the eighth_day). .;
.+*, And by degrees, though Mr. Smith is not -]
e .after the big-story,..we begin to glirapse 3
, : i 'a:big-picture—a picture of what makes |
: 3'the: Soviet- Union. tick, in. these, days. of

N £ post-Stalinist repression,. a picture of what

- © 2islikely to-happen: in” the future’, ("Are ]

%they becoming morellike us?™); 2 picture...
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